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About St. Thérèse of  Lisieux  

Little Flower of  God 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 From an early age, Thérèse felt called to the religious life; even as a little girl she played at  

being a nun. On Christmas Eve 1886, at age fourteen, she experienced a vision of  the infant 

Christ and what she called a “complete conversion.” Thereafter she understood her vocation to 

be prayer for priests, and she began seeking admittance to the Carmelite convent in Lisieux. 

When she entered the order at age 17 as a Discalced Carmelite, she assumed the name Thérèse of  

the Child Jesus and the Holy Face.  

 Dedicated to what she called her “little way,” she led a simple, quiet life of  prayer—in      

particular for priests—and small acts of  charity. She struggled with illness throughout her life and 

suffered greatly from tuberculosis before her death in 1897 at age twenty-four. At age twenty-two, 

just two years before her death, her prioress instructed her to write her memoirs. The Story of  a 

Soul, as it came to be called, commended a life of  “great love” rather than “great deeds,” echoing 

the insight of  The Imitation of  Christ by Thomas à Kempis, a book that had helped her to dis-

cover her vocation and develop her spiritual life. She corresponded with Roman Catholic mission-

aries to China and Indonesia as well as with young priests, pursuing what she saw as the mission 

of  the Carmelites, “to form evangelical workers who will save thousands of  souls whose mothers 

we shall be.”  

 Toward the end of  her short life, Thérèse experienced a profound sense of  abandonment 

by God, but even this did not shake her love for God. On the verge of  death, Thérèse confessed 

that she had “lost her faith” and all her certainty, and was now “only capable of  loving.” She     

experienced her sense of  separation from God as something to be borne in solidarity with       

unbelievers. She “no longer saw” God in the light of  faith, but nevertheless responded to him 

with a passionate love. In this experience, her youthful decision that her vocation was “to be love 

in the heart of  the church” lost all hint of  sentimentality. Her last words epitomize her “little 

way”: “My God, I love you.  
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Name Badges 
Please make it easy for us all to greet one another by name by wearing a name badge.  If  you have 
one, please pick it up as you enter the church.  If  you don't, you can make one at the table by the 
main entrance to the church. The badges have magnets to make them easy to wear on any type of  
clothing. Please leave your badge in the bins in Blake Hall after coffee hour. If  you need to exit 
right after the Eucharist, please leave your name badge in the bins at the back of  the sanctuary. 

Celebrant  
The Rev. Dr. Laura Natta 

 
Preacher  

The Rev. Sarah Duggin 
 

Director of  Music 
Aaron Goen 

 
Cantor  

Bryan Wells 
 

Verger 
John Wise 

 
Acolyte 

Gregory Page 

Reader 
Laura Scanlan 

 
Intercessor 

Laura Scanlan 
 

Flower Guild 
Alison Bates 

 
Altar Guild 

 
 

Ushers 
Andrea Cramer 

 
Counters 

Chelsea Overton 

Welcome to St. John’s Church,  
Georgetown Parish! 

 

Welcome to St. John’s Church! If  you are visiting with us, or even if  
you’ve already made St. John’s your parish home, we want you to know 
how glad we are to share this day with you! If  you are visiting, we 
hope you will fill out the “Welcome” card that you’ll find in the back 
of  the pews and place it in the offering plate so we can send you some 
information about our vibrant community. Or you can scan the QR 
code to add your name directly to our email list! 

Service Participants 
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Liturgy of  the Word 

Processional Hymn 304    "I come with joy to meet my Lord"           Land of  Rest  

Opening Acclamation  
 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

The Collect for Purity 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Prelude          “Tièrce en taïlle” from Messe pour les Couvents        François Couperin 

Song of  Praise S236                     Benedictus es, Domine                                       John Rutter 
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The Collect of  the Day    
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 

Gracious Father, who called your servant Thérèse to a life of  fervent prayer: Give to us that 
spirit of  prayer and zeal for the ministry of  the Gospel, that the love of  Christ may be known 
throughout all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.  

Please be seated 
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Paul, an apostle of  Christ Jesus by the will of  God, and Timothy our brother,  
 
To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:  
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father.  
 
In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have 
heard of  your faith in Christ Jesus and of  the love that you have for all the saints, because of  the 
hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of  this hope before in the word of  the truth, the 
gospel that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has 
been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the 
grace of  God. This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful   
minister of  Christ on your behalf, and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit.  
 
For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that 
you may be filled with the knowledge of  God's will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so 
that you may lead lives worthy of  the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good 
work and as you grow in the knowledge of  God. May you be made strong with all the strength 
that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with pa-
tience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance 
of  the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of  darkness and transferred us into 
the kingdom of  his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of  sins.  
 
 
Reader: The Word of  the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

The Epistle                           Colossians 1:1-14 
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1    God takes his stand in the council of  heaven; *  

 he gives judgment in the midst of  the gods:  

2    "How long will you judge unjustly, *  

 and show favor to the wicked?  

3    Save the weak and the orphan; *  

 defend the humble and needy;  

4    Rescue the weak and the poor; *  

 deliver them from the power of  the wicked.  

5    They do not know, neither do they understand; they go about in darkness; *  

 all the foundations of  the earth are shaken.  

6    Now I say to you, 'You are gods, *  

 and all of  you children of  the Most High;  

7    Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, *  

 and fall like any prince.'"  

8    Arise, O God, and rule the earth, *  

 for you shall take all nations for your own.  

Psalm 82   

(Sung by the Cantor) 

Antiphon: “Arise, O God, and rule the earth” 

Second Reading: Excerpts from The Story of  a Soul                   St.  Thérèse of  Lisieux  

Perfect love means putting up with other people’s shortcomings, feeling no surprise at their weak-

nesses, finding encouragement even in the slightest evidence of  good qualities in them. . .  

Miss no single opportunity of  making some small sacrifice, here by a smiling look, there by a 

kindly word; always doing the smallest right and doing it all for love. . .  

It is true that Love knows no such word as “impossible,” for it deems “all things possible, all 

things allowed."  

What joy to think that Our Lord is just, that is to say, that He takes our weakness into account, 

that He knows perfectly the frailty of  our nature! Of  what, then, need I be afraid? 
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Sequence Hymn 495            "Hail thou once despised Jesus"                              In Babilone 

The Holy Gospel                                                                                          Luke 10:25-37 

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?" He said to him, "What is written in the law? What do you read there?" He answered, "You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, 

and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." And he said to him, "You have given the 

right answer; do this, and you will live."  

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" Jesus replied, "A man 

was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of  robbers, who stripped him, 

beat him, and went away, leaving him half  dead.  

Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the 

other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 

side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with 

pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he 

put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of  him.  

The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, `Take care of  him; 

and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.'  

Which of  these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of  the 

robbers?" He said, "The one who showed him mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."  

Gospeler: The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                                                                    The Rev. Sarah Duggin 
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Please stand in body or spirit. 

The Nicene Creed  
   

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, of  all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally begotten of  the  
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of  
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our  
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of  the Holy Spirit he became  
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into  
heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins.  We look for the resurrection of   
the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of  the People 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
  

Gracious God, You carry us through our days. You know every word on our tongue, every hair on 
our head. You know the dreams in our hearts, and the weight of  our bones. You also know the 
weariness we bring with us into this space. So with honesty we come before you, both with hearts 
full of  gratitude and with prayers on our lips. Let us pray together as the People of  God, saying,  
God in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, in this chaotic and turbulent time, we thank you for the gifts of  this life that bring 
us joy. For birthday candles and sunrises, for handwritten cards and jobs that we are passionate 
about. For stories that can make us laugh until we cry, and for friends that feel like family. 
God in your joyful mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious Loving God, grant courage to each member of  your Church to be your loving  
hands throughout the world, to do your will as ministers of  inclusion, action, and peace and to re-
member that our full humanity is welcome here.  
God in your kind mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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Heal the wounds of  this nation. Guide us to be present with our neighbors and give us  
patience to actively listen so we may better understand one another. Grant wisdom to our  
Leaders. Help us to heal a World in transition. 
God in your blessed mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Creator God, there is so much grief, strife and discord in the World. Guide refugees to safety 
and fortify the hearts of  those who will receive them. Grant courage to those in danger and 
peace to those who feel lost. Wrap your arms around those whose grief  will not let go. Give us 
wisdom to find ways to better care for your creation. 
God in your profound mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious God, aid all those in any kind of  need or trouble: For those whose lives are closely 
linked with ours, and those connected to us as part of  the human family. Let us pray together 
for: Nick, Adam, Barry, Amy, Carol, Charles, Craig, Dal, David, Ethan, Ingrid, Jen,  
Jennifer, John,  John W, Juan Carlos, Laura, Patrick, Paula, Reuben, and Stephanie. We 
pray that all those who are struggling with addiction, depression or illness will find relief. And 
we pray for all those in this country and around the world who have been impacted by          
violence, war, accidents, or natural disaster.  
God in your infinite mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those serving abroad and their families, and for all who have been wounded or 
held hostage. We pray for those who have died. We pray for all who know loss and mourn 
loved ones. 
God in your healing mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the intentions of  the individuals in this community – stated now - either silently or 
aloud. (A moment of  silence is kept) 
God, in your perfect mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant adds a closing collect 
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The Peace 
 Celebrant: The Peace of  the Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Offertory  

We appreciate your support!  Please consider making 
an offering using the QR Code to support St. John’s  ministries. 

The Confession 

Almighty God, Source of  all that is, Giver of  every good gift: You create all people in 

your image and call us to love one another as you love us. We confess that we have 

failed to honor you in the great diversity of  the human family. We have desired to live 

in freedom, while building walls between ourselves and others. We have longed to be 

known and accepted for who we are, while making judgements of  others based on the 

color of  skin, or the shape of  features, or the varieties of  human experience. We have 

tried to love our neighbors individually while yet benefitting from systems that hold 

those same neighbors in oppression. Forgive us, Holy God. Give us eyes to see you as 

you are revealed in all people. Strengthen us for the work of  reconciliation rooted in 

love. Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, united in our diversity, even 

as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, Holy and undivided Trinity, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Absolution 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

Amen. 

Blessing of  Newcomers 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving          
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father  
Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth.  
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit came down 
from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all truth; uniting 
peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the power to 
serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the        
company of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name:  

Doxology                                                                                                    Lasst uns erfreuen 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Offertory Anthem            “For the flowers are great blessings”                Benjamin Britten 

              Rejoice in the Lamb 

For the flowers are great blessings. 

For the flowers are great blessings. 

For the flowers have their angels, 

Even the words of  God's creation. 

For the flower glorifies God 

And the root parries the adversary. 

For there is a language of  flowers. 

For the flowers are peculiarly 

The poetry of  Christ.  
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The people stand or kneel.  Then the Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of  Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of  the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of  error into truth, out of  sin into righteousness, out of  death into life.  

The Sanctus                                  James MacMillan 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  
me." 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the  
Sacrament of  the Body of  Christ and his Blood of  the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of  time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of  your sons and  
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of  all creation, the head of  the Church, 
and the author of  our salvation.  

And now as our savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say: 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant and People  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory  
    forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Celebrant continues 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of  all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
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The Celebrant says: 
The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and all are welcome at God’s table.  

Communion of  the People                                   
All those who seek a closer relationship with God in Christ are welcome to receive communion at St. John’s.  
Communion bread will be distributed at the chancel steps. If you would like to receive wine, please sip from the cup.  
Please do not dip the bread in the cup. The communion minister will wipe the cup and turn it for the next person. If  
you would prefer a blessing in lieu of communion, please cross your hands over your chest.  

Communion Anthem                 “You Walk with Me”                                 David Yazbek 

Fraction Anthem S 154                                                                             David Hurd 

Is it the wind 

Over my shoulder? 

Is it the wind that I hear gently whispering 

Are you alone there in the valley? 

No, not alone for you walk, you walk with me 

 

Is it the wind there over my shoulder? 

Is it your voice calling quietly? 

Over the hilltop, down in the valley 

Never alone for you walk with me 

When evening falls 

And the air gets colder 

When shadows cover the road I am following 

Will I be alone there in the darkness? 

No, not alone, not alone and I'll never be... 

 

Never alone, you are walking 

You're walking with me  
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Recessional Hymn 390      “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                     Lobe den Herren                        

Dismissal 
 

Celebrant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude                                     “Marche des Marseillois”                 Claude de Balbastre 

Pastoral care available. If you or a loved one is in need of prayer or assistance, our clergy and Stephen Ministry are 
available to help. If you are feeling worried, sad, or hopeless, or are sick, in the hospital, or home recuperating, and you 
would like to receive communion at home, a visit by a clergy member or Stephen Minister can be scheduled.  If you 
would like to arrange a home visit, or if a virtual visit or phone call is preferred, please contact the parish office at       
202-338-1796.  

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of  your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the  
Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of  heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Blessing 
 

Celebrant: May the God of  peace, sanctify us through and through. May the Holy Spirit direct 
our souls, bodies, and steps as we go out into the world today. In the name of  One 
God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we ask these things. AMEN  

Copyright acknowledgements: S 236, Benedictus es: "Glory to you", Music: John Rutter © 1985 Oxford University Press, Inc.; S 
135, Memorial Acclamation: Music: McNeil Robinson © 1984, Theodore Presser Co.; S 154, Fraction anthem: "Alleluia, Christ our 
Passover", Music: David Hurd © 1981 G.I.A. Publications, Inc., All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722103. 
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Announcements 
Joy Holds 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” – Romans 15:13 
Joy is an incredibly potent force. It is contagious and resilient and even sub-
versive. It is so powerful that the forces of oppression work diligently to 
strip people of it through fear and intimidation. Joyful people are not easy 
to control or manipulate and they don’t readily participate in the joy-
stealing of others. In its many forms, joy holds. It holds back despair, it 
holds hope, it holds hands, it holds energy, it holds the line, it holds on 
when times get tough. Joy holds. And so this summer, St. John’s is going to 
lean into joy! We are going to preach it, practice it, share it, and grow it. 
This is not just an excuse to have fun this summer, but we will! And we 
hope you will join us! 

Hear Their Voices  
This summer we will once again celebrate the voices of people 
who are often marginalized and pushed to the edges of our 
culture. These are voices that we may not have heard before. 
We are bringing the voices of these people who dedicated 
their lives to weaving a tapestry of love around them, and had some-
thing   important to say! If you know of a figure that you would like to 

see highlighted in worship this summer, please let us know by filling out the survey at the link in 
the QR code or on our website under Posts.   

Welcome Newcomers! Bienvenue! - Today, Sunday July 13th   
After service this morning, as we commemorate Bastille Day, we’ll also  
celebrate newcomers to our parish family with a blessing during the 
Eucharist and an all-parish brunch for coffee hour. We'll have a  
delicious meal and play St. John's Jeopardy a la Francais!  We 'll also 
offer a tour of the church building and its hidden nooks and crannies. 

We hope everyone will join us, especially those who have come to St. John’s in the past year or so!    

URGENT NEEDS! - Supplies for 100 Children 

Justicia Alimentaria/Food Justice DMV (FJDMV), a program that provides on-

going food and other necessary support to thousands of immigrant families in 

the DMV area, has asked for help for 100 babies and young children whose 

parents have been abducted, detained and/or deported. This is an urgent ask 

for: toys (gently loved or new for ages 0-10 years old), gently loved clothes 

(sizes 6-18 months), Similac Advance powdered infant formula, and diapers 

(size 2-6). Because they are so expensive and cannot be reused or passed down, we are especially 

looking for formula and diapers. If you cannot go shopping yourself, you can make a cash dona-

tion and we will do the shopping for you! We need your items by Monday, July 20th for distribu-

tion later that week. Please contact Laura and Gini ([first name]@stjohnsgeorgetown.org) or bring 

your donations to church on Sunday or during the week before 2:00 pm! These families and 

young children need our help, and these acts of love MATTER!  
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What are your favorite hymns? 

Do you have favorite hymns that you would love to sing this  
summer or upcoming year? If so, let us know by scanning the QR 
code or submitting  your favorites to  aaron@stjohnsgeorgetown.org.  
We look forward to hearing from you! 

SILENT AUCTION 7/19—Its not too late! Consider donating now!  
We are looking for members of the parish to donate! Have season tickets to a 
sports team or the opera, and you know you won't be able to go to every 
event? Donate the dates you can't use! Have a vacation home that you can't get 
to every weekend? Donate its use on a weekend of your choice! Own a small 

business or have a hook-up to a local shop? Donate items, services, or experiences! If you have 
something that you'd like to donate, please contact laura@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 

NEW EMAIL!  announcements@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 
Have an item for the bulletin? Want a piece of news in the weekly email? Hankering 
to get the word out about your ministry on the St. John's website? Submit your text, 
graphics, and any contact info for consideration to  
announcements@stjohnsgeorgetown.org. 

5:30 Tuesday Eucharist with Centering Prayer 

Service of Holy Eucharist with Centering Prayer will be held every   
Tuesday at 5:30 pm in the Chapel of the Carpenter and by Zoom.   
Zoom link in the QR code.  

Clothing Donations to the Outreach Closet 

Our outreach closet is currently overflowing in a wonderfully abundant way! Thank you for all 
your generous clothing donations! If you have additional clothing you were planning to donate, 
we ask that you wait until the end of August. This will give us time to sort and distribute what 
has already been donated. We could use a few more hands to help us sort and organize. If you 
have a few hours available and would like to help out, please contact Jen Page at 
jenlhpage@gmail.com. 
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Vestry Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image that appeared on the ceiling during  

an overcast Sunday as our choir was singing. 

      During a Sunday morning a few months ago, I was lucky enough to be standing in the back of the nave when 

Georgina Warren pointed out this amazing image that had formed on the ceiling of the nave due to a light        

refraction I suppose – but it was an overcast day. Scientifically, where had this come from? I laughed to myself and 

thought, “Well, the Spirit has shown up at our little corner of 32 and O.”  And, indeed, there was no way to        

imagine all that Spirit had in store for us during these past months.  

      As most of you know, last fall Gini, Laura and the vestry began discerning a call to create a new management 

model moving us to leadership with two Rectors. After spending the fall working with the Diocesan leadership and 

receiving their blessing, Gini and Laura announced it to the parish and Laura was installed as a rector  during Ad-

vent.   

      With this commitment, the vestry and finance committee challenged staff to look at all systems and programs 

that have been rolling along since pre-covid. For the past few months, Laura, Gini, Margaret Huckaby as head of 

Buildings and Grounds, and the vestry have been reassessing all of our operating systems to maximize  efficiency. 

Highlights from this work include: 

• Moving from a full-time parish administrator model to a more agile team of contract employees focusing on 

distinct areas (e.g. technology and communication, office and buildings, special contract work, etc.). 

• Making our physical plant more energy-efficient and cost effective, including a years-long  effort to separate 

the Rectory from our supply line with Pepco. 

• Updating office systems to reduce workload, improve cybersecurity for our financial information and          

reduce utility costs.  

• Recognizing the urgent need to replace our aging roof and creating strategies to pay for this, hopefully without 

taking on new debt. 

      So, there is no doubt that Spirit is moving through our little corner of 32 and O. Next week, the new    Junior 

Warden, John Ryan, and I will be back with more updates. If you have questions, comments, or are      interested 

in joining the vestry for a flexible term, please contact us.   

Peace!  

Patti Thorp 
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Vestry 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Georgetown Parish 

Contact Us 

The Rev. Gini Gerbasi, Rector 
gini@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 
 
The Rev. Dr. Laura Natta, Rector 
laura@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 
 
The Rev. Sarah Duggin, Associate Rector 
sarah@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 
 
Jacob Verhine, Summer Office Assistant 
office@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 

Aaron Goen, Director of Music 
aaron@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 
 
Nivelyn Winston, Bookkeeper 
accountant@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 
 
Jesse Velasquez, Technology Consultant  
& Webmaster 
jesse@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 

John Wise, Patti Thorp, Vergers 
James Warren, Associate for Music Ministry 
Lidia Ruiz, Christian Peterson, Sextons 

Bella Hidalgo, Childcare 

The Rev. Gini Gerbasi, Rector 
gini@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 

 
The Rev. Dr. Laura Natta, Rector 

laura@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 
 

Patti Thorp, Senior Warden 
thorppatti@gmail.com 

 
Carolyn Carson 

Carson.carolyn@gmail.com 
 

Chelsea Overton, Treasurer 
chelsea.rich.overton@gmail.com  

 
Alison Bates 

abates@relishcateringdc.com 
 

Carol Dawson 
ckdawson2030@gmail.com 

 

Thayer Hardwick 
thayer.hardwick@gmail.com 

 
Brandon Hemmelgarn 

brandon.hemmelgarn@gmail.com 
 

Tyler Metteer 
Tyler.metteer@gmail.com 

 
John Ryan 

johnaryan3@gmail.com 
 

Rodger Streitmatter 
rstreit@american.edu 

 
Anthony Vernon 

avernon605@gmail.com 
 

Raymond Honeycutt 
Raymond5342@gmail.com 
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