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About SS. Serge and Bacchus 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 These bold and holy martyrs of  the Christian faith were, at one time, officers at the        

imperial court, in the reign of  Maximian. This emperor appreciated them particularly for their 

bravery, wisdom, and loyalty to his person. However, when he was told that his two noble     

courtiers were Christians, his favour tuned to rage. On the occasion of  a pagan feast, the emperor 

asked Sergius and Bacchus to offer the sacrifice to the idols together. They refused, publicly, to 

obey him. Mad with fury, he ordered that they be stripped of  their military uniforms, belts, rings 

and insignia, and that that they be dressed in women’s clothes. Then they had iron rings passed 

around their necks and were paraded through the streets of  Rome, to be mocked by the people. 

Then they were sent to the eparch in Asia, Antiochus, to be tortured. 

 But Antiochus had attained his office with the assistance of  Saints Sergius and Bacchus, 

who had once introduced him to the emperor. He begged them to renounce Christ, in order to 

escape torture and an ignoble death. They answered: “Honour and dishonour, life and death, are 

all the same, fleeting and perishable, to anyone seeking the Kingdom of  Heaven”. 

 Antiochus cast Sergius into prison and ordered Bacchus to be tortured first. The torturers 

took turns to beat him mercilessly, until his body was separated into its constituent parts.        

Bacchus’ holy soul departed from his fragmented and bloodstained body and, in the hands of  the  

angels, was borne to the Lord. Saint Bacchus was martyred in the city of  Barbalissos in Syria. 

 Thereafter the executioners dragged out Saint Sergius and forced him to walk on iron pat-

tens in which sharp nails had been embedded. In this way he walked as far as the town of  Resafa 

in Syria, where they cut off  his head. His soul, however, went to Paradise, where, together with 

his friend Bacchus, he received the crown of  eternal glory from Christ, the King and Lord. 

Both were martyred in about the year 303. 
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Name Badges 
Please make it easy for us all to greet one another by name by wearing a name badge.  If  you have 
one, please pick it up as you enter the church.  If  you don't, you can make one at the table by the 
main entrance to the church. The badges have magnets to make them easy to wear on any type of  
clothing. Please leave your badge in the bins in Blake Hall after coffee hour. If  you need to exit 
right after the Eucharist, please leave your name badge in the bins at the back of  the sanctuary. 

Celebrant  
The Rev. Dr. Laura Natta 

 
Preacher  

The Rev. Gini Gerbasi 
 

Guest Organist 
Conor Jensen 

 
Cantor  

Mark Duer 
 

Verger 
 
 

Acolyte 
Gregory Page 

Reader 
Raymond Honeycutt 

 
Intercessor 
Tresa Beal 

 
Flower Guild 
Virginia Elgin 

 
Altar Guild 

Carol Dawson 
 

Ushers 
 
 

Counters 
 

Welcome to St. John’s Church,  
Georgetown Parish! 

 

Welcome to St. John’s Church! If  you are visiting with us, or even if  
you’ve already made St. John’s your parish home, we want you to know 
how glad we are to share this day with you! If  you are visiting, we 
hope you will fill out the “Welcome” card that you’ll find in the back 
of  the pews and place it in the offering plate so we can send you some 
information about our vibrant community. Or you can scan the QR 
code to add your name directly to our email list! 

Service Participants 
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Liturgy of  the Word 

Processional Hymn 401       "The God of  Abraham Praise"                               Leoni  

Opening Acclamation  
 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

The Collect for Purity 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Prelude                                     “Fantasia”                             Johann Pachelbel  

Song of  Praise S236                     Benedictus es, Domine                                       John Rutter 
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The Collect of  the Day    
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, the fountain of  all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our   
ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things 
which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the  
worthiness of  your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy  
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.  

Please be seated 
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This is what the Lord God showed me-- a basket of  summer fruit. He said, "Amos, what do you 
see?" And I said, "A basket of  summer fruit." Then the Lord said to me, 
 "The end has come upon my people Israel; I will never again pass them by. 
 The songs of  the temple shall become wailings in that day," 
      says the Lord God; 
 "the dead bodies shall be many, 
      cast out in every place. Be silent!" 
 Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 
      and bring to ruin the poor of  the land, 
 saying, "When will the new moon be over 
      so that we may sell grain; 
 and the sabbath, 
      so that we may offer wheat for sale? 
 We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 
      and practice deceit with false balances, 
 buying the poor for silver 
      and the needy for a pair of  sandals, 
      and selling the sweepings of  the wheat." 
 The Lord has sworn by the pride of  Jacob: 
 Surely I will never forget any of  their deeds. 
 Shall not the land tremble on this account, 
      and everyone mourn who lives in it, 
 and all of  it rise like the Nile, 
      and be tossed about and sink again, like the Nile of  Egypt? 
 On that day, says the Lord God, 
      I will make the sun go down at noon, 
      and darken the earth in broad daylight. 
 I will turn your feasts into mourning, 
      and all your songs into lamentation; 
 I will bring sackcloth on all loins, 
      and baldness on every head; 
 I will make it like the mourning for an only son, 
      and the end of  it like a bitter day. 
 The time is surely coming, says the Lord God, 
      when I will send a famine on the land; 
 not a famine of  bread, or a thirst for water, 
      but of  hearing the words of  the Lord. 
 They shall wander from sea to sea, 
      and from north to east; 
 they shall run to and fro, seeking the word of  the Lord, 
      but they shall not find it. 
 
Reader: The Word of  the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

The Frist Lesson                         Amos 8:1-12 
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1 You tyrant, why do you boast of  wickedness * 
against the godly all day long? 

2 You plot ruin; 
your tongue is like a sharpened razor, * 
O worker of  deception. 

3 You love evil more than good * 
and lying more than speaking the truth. 

4 You love all words that hurt, * 
O you deceitful tongue. 

5 Oh, that God would demolish you utterly, * 
topple you, and snatch you from your dwelling, 
and root you out of  the land of  the living! 

6 The righteous shall see and tremble, * 
and they shall laugh at him, saying, 

7 "This is the one who did not take God for a refuge, * 
but trusted in great wealth 
and relied upon wickedness." 

8 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of  God; * 
I trust in the mercy of  God for ever and ever. 

     9 I will give you thanks for what you have done * 

   and declare the goodness of  your Name in the presence of  the godly. 

Psalm 52   

(Sung by the Cantor) 

Antiphon: “I will trust in the mercy of  God for ever and ever.” 

The Second Reading: Excerpts from “The Passion of  SS. Serge and Bacchus” 

When they had entered, the emperor said to them, "It appears that, counting on my great friend-

ship and kindness for which the gods have been your defenders and advocates, you have seen fit 

to disdain imperial law and to become deserters and enemies of  the gods. But I will not spare you 

if  indeed those things spoken of  you prove to be true. Go, then, to the altar of  mighty Jupiter, 

make sacrifice and consume, like everyone else, the mystical offerings." 
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Sequence Hymn 536        "Open your ears, O faithful people"                            Torah Song 

The Holy Gospel                                                                                          Luke 10:38-42 

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

As Jesus and his disciples went on their way, Jesus entered a certain village, where a woman 

named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord's 

feet and listened to what he was saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came 

to him and asked, "Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? 

Tell her then to help me." But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and dis-

tracted by many things; there is need of  only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which 

will not be taken away from her."  

Gospeler: The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                                                                      The Rev. Gini Gerbasi 

In reply the noble soldiers of  Christ, the martyrs Serge and Bacchus, answered: "We, O Emperor, 

are obliged to render to you earthly service of  this corporal body; but we have a true and eternal 

king in heaven, Jesus the Son of  God, who is the commander of  our souls, our hope and our ref-

uge of  salvation. To him every day we offer a holy, living sacrifice, our thoughtful worship. We do 

not sacrifice to stones or wood, nor do we bow to them. Your gods have ears, but they do not 

hear the prayers of  humans; just as they have noses but do not smell the sacrifice brought them, 

have mouths but do not speak, hands but do not feel, feet but do not walk. 'They that make 

them,' as the Scripture says, 'are like unto them: so is every one that trusteth in them because 

Thou are with us.''' 
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Please stand in body or spirit. 

The Nicene Creed  
   

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, of  all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally begotten of  the  
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of  
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our  
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of  the Holy Spirit he became  
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into  
heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins.  We look for the resurrection of   
the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of  the People 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
  

Gracious God, You carry us through our days. You know every word on our tongue, every hair on 
our head. You know the dreams in our hearts, and the weight of  our bones. You also know the 
weariness we bring with us into this space. So with honesty we come before you, both with hearts 
full of  gratitude and with prayers on our lips. Let us pray together as the People of  God, saying,  
God in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, in this chaotic and turbulent time, we thank you for the gifts of  this life that bring 
us joy. For birthday candles and sunrises, for handwritten cards and jobs that we are passionate 
about. For stories that can make us laugh until we cry, and for friends that feel like family. 
God in your joyful mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious Loving God, grant courage to each member of  your Church to be your loving  
hands throughout the world, to do your will as ministers of  inclusion, action, and peace and to re-
member that our full humanity is welcome here.  
God in your kind mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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Heal the wounds of  this nation. Guide us to be present with our neighbors and give us  
patience to actively listen so we may better understand one another. Grant wisdom to our  
Leaders. Help us to heal a World in transition. 
God in your blessed mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Creator God, there is so much grief, strife and discord in the World. Guide refugees to safety 
and fortify the hearts of  those who will receive them. Grant courage to those in danger and 
peace to those who feel lost. Wrap your arms around those whose grief  will not let go. Give us 
wisdom to find ways to better care for your creation. 
God in your profound mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious God, aid all those in any kind of  need or trouble: For those whose lives are closely 
linked with ours, and those connected to us as part of  the human family. Let us pray together 
for: Nick, Adam, Barry, Amy, Carol, Charles, Craig, Dal, David, Ethan, Ingrid, Jen,  
Jennifer, John, Juan Carlos, Laura, Patrick, Paula, Reuben, and Stephanie. We pray that 
all those who are struggling with addiction, depression or illness will find relief. And we pray 
for all those in this country and around the world who have been impacted by          violence, 
war, accidents, or natural disaster.  
God in your infinite mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those serving abroad and their families, and for all who have been wounded or 
held hostage. We pray for those who have died, especially Patricia Bernard, grandmother of    
parishioner Jeff  Cieslikowski. She died this week. We pray for all who know loss and mourn 
loved ones. 
God in your healing mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the intentions of  the individuals in this community – stated now - either silently or 
aloud. (A moment of  silence is kept) 
God, in your perfect mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant adds a closing collect 
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The Peace 
 Celebrant: The Peace of  the Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Offertory  

We appreciate your support!  Please consider making 
an offering using the QR Code to support St. John’s  ministries. 

The Confession 

Almighty God, Source of  all that is, Giver of  every good gift: You create all people in 

your image and call us to love one another as you love us. We confess that we have 

failed to honor you in the great diversity of  the human family. We have desired to live 

in freedom, while building walls between ourselves and others. We have longed to be 

known and accepted for who we are, while making judgements of  others based on the 

color of  skin, or the shape of  features, or the varieties of  human experience. We have 

tried to love our neighbors individually while yet benefitting from systems that hold 

those same neighbors in oppression. Forgive us, Holy God. Give us eyes to see you as 

you are revealed in all people. Strengthen us for the work of  reconciliation rooted in 

love. Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, united in our diversity, even 

as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, Holy and undivided Trinity, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Absolution 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

Amen. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
The Great Thanksgiving          
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father  
Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth.  
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit came down 
from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all truth; uniting 
peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the power to 
serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the        
company of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name:  

Doxology                                                                                                    Lasst uns erfreuen 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Offertory Anthem                      “The Lone, Wild Bird”                                          Prospect 

                                 arr. William Cutter 

The lone, wild bird in lofty flight 

is still with you, nor leaves thy sight. 

And I am Thine! I rest in Thee. 

Great Spirit, come, rest in me. 

 

The ends of  earth are in thy hand, 

the sea's dark deep and far off  land. 

And I am Thine! I rest in Thee. 

Great Spirit, come, rest in me. 
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The people stand or kneel.  Then the Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of  Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of  the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of  error into truth, out of  sin into righteousness, out of  death into life.  

The Sanctus                                  James MacMillan 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  
me." 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the  
Sacrament of  the Body of  Christ and his Blood of  the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of  time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of  your sons and  
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of  all creation, the head of  the Church, 
and the author of  our salvation.  

And now as our savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say: 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant and People  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory  
    forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Celebrant continues 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of  all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
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The Celebrant says: 
The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and all are welcome at God’s table.  

Communion of  the People                                   
All those who seek a closer relationship with God in Christ are welcome to receive communion at St. John’s.  
Communion bread will be distributed at the chancel steps. If you would like to receive wine, please sip from the cup.  
Please do not dip the bread in the cup. The communion minister will wipe the cup and turn it for the next person. If  
you would prefer a blessing in lieu of communion, please cross your hands over your chest.  

Communion Anthem         “King of  Glory, King of  Peace”                    General Seminary 

Fraction Anthem S 154                                                                             David Hurd 

 King of  glory, King of  peace, 

I will love thee; 

and that love may never cease, 

I will move thee. 

Thou hast granted my request, 

thou hast heard me; 

thou didst note my working breast, 

thou hast spared me. 

Wherefore with my utmost art 

I will sing thee; 

and the cream of  all my heart, 

I will bring thee. 

Though my sins against me cried, 

thou didst clear me; 

and alone, when they replied, 

thou didst hear me. 

 Seven whole days, not one in seven, 

I will praise thee; 

in my heart, though not in heaven, 

I can raise thee. 

Small it is in this poor sort 

to enroll thee; 

e'en eternity's too short 

to extol thee. 

Communion Hymn 706  “In your mercy, Lord, you called me”      Halton Holgate 
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Recessional Hymn 559            “Lead us, heavenly Father”                              Dulce Carmen 

Dismissal 
 

Celebrant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude                                       “Toccata in F major”                 Dietrich Buxtehude  

Pastoral care available. If you or a loved one is in need of prayer or assistance, our clergy and Stephen Ministry are 
available to help. If you are feeling worried, sad, or hopeless, or are sick, in the hospital, or home recuperating, and you 
would like to receive communion at home, a visit by a clergy member or Stephen Minister can be scheduled.  If you 
would like to arrange a home visit, or if a virtual visit or phone call is preferred, please contact the parish office at       
202-338-1796.  

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of  your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the  
Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of  heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Blessing 
 

Celebrant: May the God of  peace, sanctify us through and through. May the Holy Spirit direct 
our souls, bodies, and steps as we go out into the world today. In the name of  One 
God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we ask these things. AMEN  

S 236, Benedictus es: "Glory to you", Music: John Rutter © 1985 Oxford University Press, Inc.; 536 "Open your ears" Music: 
English tr. by Willard F. Jabusch, 1930-2018, © 1966, 1982, Willard F. Jabusch. Administered by OCP. All rights reserved.; S 135, 
Memorial Acclamation: Music: McNeil Robinson © 1984, Theodore Presser Co.; S 154, Fraction anthem: "Alleluia, Christ our 
Passover", Music: David Hurd © 1981 G.I.A. Publications, Inc., All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722103. 
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Announcements 
Joy Holds 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” – Romans 15:13 
Joy is an incredibly potent force. It is contagious and resilient and even sub-
versive. It is so powerful that the forces of oppression work diligently to 
strip people of it through fear and intimidation. Joyful people are not easy 
to control or manipulate and they don’t readily participate in the joy-
stealing of others. In its many forms, joy holds. It holds back despair, it 
holds hope, it holds hands, it holds energy, it holds the line, it holds on 
when times get tough. Joy holds. And so this summer, St. John’s is going to 
lean into joy! We are going to preach it, practice it, share it, and grow it. 
This is not just an excuse to have fun this summer, but we will! And we 
hope you will join us! 

Hear Their Voices  
This summer we will once again celebrate the voices of people 
who are often marginalized and pushed to the edges of our 
culture. These are voices that we may not have heard before. 
We are bringing the voices of these people who dedicated 
their lives to weaving a tapestry of love around them, and had         
something   important to say! If you know of a figure that you would 

like to see highlighted in worship this summer, please let us know by filling out the survey at the 
link in the QR code or on our website under Posts.   

URGENT NEEDS! - Supplies for 100 Children 

Justicia Alimentaria/Food Justice DMV (FJDMV), a program that provides on-

going food and other necessary support to thousands of immigrant families in 

the DMV area, has asked for help for 100 babies and young children whose 

parents have been abducted, detained and/or deported. This is an urgent ask 

for: toys (gently loved or new for ages 0-10 years old), gently loved clothes 

(sizes 6-18 months), Similac Advance powdered infant formula, and diapers 

(size 2-6). Because they are so expensive and cannot be reused or passed down, we are especially 

looking for formula and diapers. If you cannot go shopping yourself, you can make a cash dona-

tion and we will do the shopping for you! We need your items by Monday, July 20th for distribu-

tion later that week. Please contact Laura and Gini ([first name]@stjohnsgeorgetown.org) or bring 

your donations to church on Sunday or during the week before 2:00 pm! These families and 

young children need our help, and these acts of love MATTER!  
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What are your favorite hymns? 

Do you have favorite hymns that you would love to sing this  
summer or upcoming year? If so, let us know by scanning the QR 
code or submitting  your favorites to  aaron@stjohnsgeorgetown.org.  
We look forward to hearing from you! 

NEW EMAIL!  announcements@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 
Have an item for the bulletin? Want a piece of news in the weekly email? Hankering 
to get the word out about your ministry on the St. John's website? Submit your text, 
graphics, and any contact info for consideration to  
announcements@stjohnsgeorgetown.org. 

5:30 Tuesday Eucharist with Centering Prayer 

Service of Holy Eucharist with Centering Prayer will be held every   
Tuesday at 5:30 pm in the Chapel of the Carpenter and by Zoom.   
Zoom link in the QR code.  

Clothing Donations to the Outreach Closet 

Our outreach closet is currently overflowing in a wonderfully abundant way! Thank you for all 
your generous clothing donations! If you have additional clothing you were planning to donate, 
we ask that you wait until the end of August. This will give us time to sort and distribute what 
has already been donated. We could use a few more hands to help us sort and organize. If you 
have a few hours available and would like to help out, please contact Jen Page at 
jenlhpage@gmail.com. 
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Vestry Corner 

 

 Again, we are seeing the Holy Spirit operating throughout our parish. Our big 

news: Thursday night at our monthly meeting, Margaret Huckaby, Chair of  Buildings 

and grounds, summarized the months-long bidding process to replace our aging roof. 

After an extensive review, in-person interviews, and site visits from three companies 

bidding for the project, the finance committee is recommending one highly qualified 

vendor, and, more importantly,  that the work be paid for by a draw-down on our en-

dowment instead of  launching a capital campaign at this time. The vestry voted to ac-

cept the Finance Committee’s recommendation to proceed with the roof  replacement 

and to pay for it through a draw down on the parish’s endowment. We are moving 

quickly to hit an August 14th deadline for submitting work permits in DC and to get 

the work underway this fall. 

 In other news, the parish was hit by a lightning strike on Wednesday, July 9 

@7:15pm. Our lighting rod did its job and channeled the electricity to the ground. 

The DC Fire department responded to the alarm call, searched the steeple, and the 

rest of  the building.  They did not find any evidence of  building damage, fire, or 

smoke. 

 Together, the vestry and the clergy are united to look at all of  our operating sys-

tems and are rolling out a new way for St. John’s to bring God’s love into our hurting 

world.  We cannot thank Margaret and the members of  the Finance Committee 

enough for their invaluable work, particularly on the roofing issue, which has vexed 

many parishioners for decades.  If  you are interested in serving on the vestry for any 

amount of  time that you might have available, please let us know. 

With every blessing, 

Your Wardens  

Patti Thorp and John Ryan 
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Vestry 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Georgetown Parish 

Contact Us 

The Rev. Gini Gerbasi, Rector 
gini@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 
 
The Rev. Dr. Laura Natta, Rector 
laura@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 
 
The Rev. Sarah Duggin, Associate Rector 
sarah@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 
 
Jacob Verhine, Summer Office Assistant 
office@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 

Aaron Goen, Director of Music 
aaron@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 
 
Nivelyn Winston, Bookkeeper 
accountant@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 
 
Jesse Velasquez, Technology Consultant  
& Webmaster 
jesse@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 

John Wise, Patti Thorp, Vergers 
James Warren, Associate for Music Ministry 
Lidia Ruiz, Christian Peterson, Sextons 

Bella Hidalgo, Childcare 

The Rev. Gini Gerbasi, Rector 
gini@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 

 
The Rev. Dr. Laura Natta, Rector 

laura@stjohnsgeorgetown.org 
 

Patti Thorp, Senior Warden 
thorppatti@gmail.com 

 
Carolyn Carson 

Carson.carolyn@gmail.com 
 

Chelsea Overton, Treasurer 
chelsea.rich.overton@gmail.com  

 
Alison Bates 

abates@relishcateringdc.com 
 

Carol Dawson 
ckdawson2030@gmail.com 

 

Thayer Hardwick 
thayer.hardwick@gmail.com 

 
Brandon Hemmelgarn 

brandon.hemmelgarn@gmail.com 
 

Tyler Metteer 
Tyler.metteer@gmail.com 

 
John Ryan 

johnaryan3@gmail.com 
 

Rodger Streitmatter 
rstreit@american.edu 

 
Anthony Vernon 

avernon605@gmail.com 
 

Raymond Honeycutt 
Raymond5342@gmail.com 

 

mailto:gini@stjohnsgeorgetown.org
mailto:laura@stjohnsgeorgetown.org
mailto:sarah@stjohnsgeorgetown.org
mailto:kurt@stjohnsgeorgetown.org
mailto:aaron@stjohnsgeorgetown.org
mailto:accountant@stjohnsgeorgetown.org

